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Baba Banda Singh Bahadar 


Baba Banda Singh Bahadar was appointed the 
Chief General of the Sikh army by Gurti Gobind 
Singh Ji. Gurti Sahib granted him the task of 
securing the freedom of the Sikh homeland from the 
| foreign tyrant rulers. 


Baba Banda Singh Bahadar, the eighteenth- 
entury Sikh warrior who for the first. time 
seized territory for the Khalsa and paved the 
way for the ultimate conquest of the Punjab 
by them, was born as Lachhman Dev on 16 
October 1670 at Rajouri in the Punchh 
district of Kashmir. His father was Ram 
| Dev, a ploughman. True to the very traditions of his 
| times, Lachhman Dev developed into a youth of 
active habits, full of energy and fond of playing and 
a Wrestling with a wandering lust for the jungles. 
Since his early boyhood, he was fond of shooting, 

_ Aunting and archery. The sight of a dying doe 

during one of the hunting excursions proved a 
_ Mrning-point in his life. He shot a doe, her two gym 
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Khalsa by administering 


the nectar of two edged 


S\ on 
Ord 


and gave him the Name 
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Banda Singh, from the wo, 


banda he had used tor himse 


proclaiming his allegiance to th, 


Guru. 


Henceforth Banda Singh acted upon the 
| principles of Sikhism. He listened to the history o} 
| the Sikhs with great attention. Hearing about the 
: matyrdom of Gurtii Arjan Dev Ji and Guri 

| Tegh Bahadar Ji, tireless efforts of Guru 

| Gobind Singh Ji to withstand and 

repulse tyrant rule of Mughals, the’ 


battles fought with the hilly rajas, 
sacrifice of the two elder Sahibzadas. 

bricking alive of the two younger Sahibzadas of 
Gur Gobind Singh Ji, he was_ horrified and 
experienced great transformation within himself. 
Before his own eyes, he saw his master 
Gura Gobind Singh Ji being attacke¢ 
by two treachesome Pathans. Whil¢ 


resolution by raising his 
double edged sword that he 


would not rest unless the tyrants were 


not brought 


to the book, 


Gurii Gobind Singh Ji directed Baba Banda 
Singh to proceed to Punjab and unify the Sikhs, The 
Gur repeatedly made him comprehend — that 
everything has been bestowed upon the Khalsa, you 
are also a part of Khalsa, you have no separate 
identity and the due share has to be obtained : 
only from the Khalsa, Baba Banda Singh © 
bowed before the Gurtii and | 
affirmed that he would do as 
advised by the Khalsa, Guru 
Sihib handed over a 
Hukamnaima (edict) to him, 
ote ety the Sikhs to join 
Tenige Banda Singh in the 
Strips for freedom and gave 


him the title of 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


smoking ruins. 

After the attack of Samana, Banda Singh 
occupied Ghurham, Thaska, Shahabad and 
Mustafabad. The town of Kapuri near Patiala, 
whose faujdar, Qadam-ud-Din, was notorious for 
his atrocities on Hindus and Sikhs, was razed to the 
ground. 

Next came the turn of Sadhaura, whose chief. 
Usman Khan, had not only opressed the Hindus but 
had also tortured to death the Muslim saint, Sayyid 
Buddha Shah, for having helped Guri Gobind 
Singh Ji in the battle of Bhangani. Baba Banda 
Singh marched towards Sadhaura to avenge the 
torture and death of Pir Buddha Shah as per 
injunction of the Guri. Pir Buddha Shah had 
fought the battle Bhangani from the Guri's side 
with his five hundred followers and four sons. Two 

_ Of his sons and about a 
> hundred followers had 

= fought heroically to 
death in the battle. 
On the eve of his 
victory over 
Sadhaura, Baba 
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breaking a bank of nearby canal. The supplies 
having run out, the Sikhs suffered Sreat hardship 
and lived on animal flesh which they had to eat raw 
owing to lack of firewood. To quote the Muslim 
diarist of the time, Khafi Khan, “Many died of 
dysentary and privation....When all the grass was 
gone, they gathered leaves from the trees. When 
these were consumed, they stripped the bark and 
broke off the small shoots, dried them, ground them 
and used them instead of flour, thus keeping body 
and soul together. They collected the bones of 
animals and used them in the same way. Some assert 
that they saw a few of the Sikhs cut flesh from their 
own thighs, roast it, and eat it.” 


For eight long months, the garrison resisted the 
siege under these gruesome 
conditions. The royal armies at last 
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of a cat was also mounted on a spear 


to show that 
even a cat Was not left alive there. Singhs’ Only 
prayer was that Vahiguri might grant them 


unshaken faith, destroy the infidels and remain 


steadfast to the last hair of their body and to their 


last breath. Last of all followed Baba Ji in an iron 
cage on an elephant. After passing through the city, 


the procession ended at Red Fort, 


It was a tamasha for the residents of Delhi. The 
Sikhs did not show any signs of mental agony. 
Someone from the spectators passed a remark on 
the Sikhs, “This is all because of your excesses,” 
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the executioner. The Kotwal carried out the orders 
with the remarks that according to the mother of 
the youngman, he is not a Sikh by faith. The boy 
declined to go and shouted, “My mother is a liar. | 
am a devoted Sikh of the Guri. Finish me with my 
companions. | have no time to lose. The delay is 
painful to me.” The heart-rending cries of his 
mother could not budge him 


Everybody was surprised to witness as the boy 


rushed back to his place, put his head before the 


executioner and was martyred. Everyone was 


exclaiming, “Of what different mould the Sikhs 
were made”. 


A contemporary writer Wheeler has given an 
account of this mass martyrdom of Sikhs in ‘Early 
Record of British India’. On page 180, he states, 
“There are one hundred each day beheaded. It is not 
a littke remarkable with 
patience they undergo 
their fate and to the lest it 
has not been 
found that even 
one has 
apostalised 4 
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yeavily for the fulfillment of this j ‘ ; 


Before lea Ing tor his Wh j 
reavenly abode, Guril D | 
G ybind Singh Ji had blessed 


Baba Banda Singh Bahadar with 


divine boons - five arrows. a large 
drum, Hukamnama, a Sikh flag and 
five Sikhs as companions. Gurii Sahib while 
‘ installing him as General of the Sikhs. had 
) ordained him with a mission and that mission 
Mwas successfully 
accomplished by Baba 
Banda Singh Bahadar in 
May 1710 when _ he 
| completely uprooted the 
Mughal regime, while 
fighting the fierce battle of 
Chappar Chiri in Sirhand. This 
was for the first time that a 
Sikh rule was established by 


replacing the Mughal regime 
ai 
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